Perspectives on Myths and Sacred Texts

Directions: Read and listen to the audio clips for each of the interviews. Take notes on what each author believes.
Does Man Need Myths:

	Colin McGinn

	Relief from drudgery of mundane daily existence—provides an escape

	Margaret Atwood 


	Reflects human emotion—what we  want, what we fear, what we would and would not like

	Anne Provost 


	Through mythology we define ourselves as human next to God—finding your own spot in the universe

	Jeanette Winterson


	Helps us arrive at the truth about the human condition—how people live, betray, love, etc

	Joseph Campbell


	Themes which support civilization, have to do with deep inner problems


Are Myths True?

	Jeanette Winterson


	A way of understanding the world which is not about facts and figures but is still valid

	Richard Rodriguez


	Mythology is the sister to reason

	Joseph Campbell


	Not a lie—it is poetry, metaphorical—maybe gthe penultimate truth


Myths for the 21st Century
	Will Power


	Hip hop artist—production of Aeschylus—trick how to contemporize

	Jeanette Winterson


	Myths are dynamic, fluid which is why work in every generation

	Joseph Campbell


	Artists keep myth alive


What do you think? Go to Blackboard and respond on the blog. 

“Stories of mythology are the edge, the interface between what can be known and what is never to be discovered, because it's a mystery transcendent of all human research.  The source of life. What is it? No one knows." --Joseph Campbell

"What the myths say, is that you have to be the hero of your own life. You're the one who has to take charge of who you are, you're the one who has to take control. And also, you're the one who can bring something to the community."
-- Jeanette Winterson
